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even of the world if they had persisted in holding aloof. All else went smoothly and the new Government was complete by December 10.
The Great Liberal Victory
Thus, after ten years in the wilderness of Opposition, the
Liberal party came back to power and succeeded in forming
a Ministry which was acknowledged to be one of all the
talents.    Within  the  Cabinet were Asquith,   Grey,  Lloyd
George, Haldane—names to be famous in the coming years—
and with them were distinguished men of letters, Morley,
Bryce, Augustine Birrell, a son of Mr. Gladstone, Lord Ripon,
who had sat in Cabinet with Lord Palmerston, Lord Crewe,
who had been Mr. Gladstone's Irish Viceroy in the days of
the First Home Rule Bill, Sydney Buxton, who was to be
High Commissioner for South Africa during the Great War,
John Burns, the first workman to obtain Cabinet rank.   Mr.
Balfour called them the " aposdes of imperial disintegration "
and appealed to the country to turn them out a month after
he had put them in.   It had apparently been the calculation
of some Unionists that the mere appearance of these dangerous
men would cause a revulsion of feeling among the electors
and lead them to seek safety by recalling the Unionist party
to power.   But the volume of opinion calling for new men
and new methods was by this time irresistibly and when the
election of January, 1906, was over, the new Ministry found
itself installed in power by an enormous and all but tta-
precedented majority.   In the new House of Commons the
Liberals alone were 377 strong apart from their Irish and
Labour allies (83 and 53 respectively), whereas the Unionists
were reduced to 157, of whom 109 were pledged to Mr.
Chamberlain's and  33  to Mr.  Balfour's fiscal policy, and
ii held Free Trade or "Free food" opinions.   The Liberal
tide had swept over the whole country and submerged the
Unionist strongholds in London and the Home Counties no
less than the north.    Several Unionist Ministers shared the
fate of their supporters, and the late Prime Minister, Mr.
Balfour, was defeated in East Manchester.   This was the first
of die great sweeps which were to be characteristic of politics
in later years.
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